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Needs (SEN)

Children do not all learn at the same rate Of
, pace. They may have difficulties with some
Teachers are highly skilled professionals and aspects of their learning from time to time but
i US€ a wide range of approaches and strategies ~ most children with learning difficulties do not
w e } to help children learn. Praise your child for have special educational needs.

‘ their effort and for trying their best in school.

This will build their confidence. - If you are worried about your child's progress,

contact the class teacher who will arrange a
time to meet with you. The teacher will explain
. how your child is getting on in school and, if
needed, will address any concerns you may
have. They will also advise you on how you can

......

Children make progress at different
rates and have different ways in which

they learn best.
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Teachers take account of this by looking | /helpyyour childdl hame.

carefully at how they organise lessons, the _
classroom, the books and materials they give to . I, after a period of observation, the teacher

each child and the way that they teach. ; thinks that additional provision in school is
/' needed for your child, they will contact you and

arrange a meeting to discuss this with you.
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Supporting individual differences

Teachers have a professional responsibility to

act upon their assessments and observations. S T : ;
: processes for identifying and assessing children
Therefore, they will always choose the most

j < S h child | ¢ with Special Educational Needs. Staff will strive
' o il i) B v xiw b ol M to ensure that your child’s needs are fully met |

range “of :activitles wnt‘hm 3 conttmfum ot whether they have learning difficultiesor SEN.
learning support. This is often described as 5

differentiating the curriculum.

Please be assured that schools have clear
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SEN- What does it mean?
In the 1996 Education Order, 3 child

. CONTACT DETA||_5
is
: : : |
described as having special educationg| needs ~ The SEN Advice ang Informahon Servi
(SEN) if they have a significantly greater ~ helps  parents of children with e:E‘
difficulty in learning than other children ! educationa| need Pecia
which calls for special educationa| Provision

to be made for them that is additional to or
otherwise different from that Which children
of a similar age receive in an ordinary schoo|.
A child also has SEN if they have a di

. and advice in relati
' children.

SEN Advice and |nformation Service

sability Armagh Office Tel: 02837415355
that calls for special education Provision to e Ballymena Office Tel: 028 25661319
made for t!’\e’m. : ‘; Belfast Office Tel. 028 90564273
V'your ehild's ‘schooldtfiinks that your child | Dundonald Office Tel: 028 90566200
needs special educational Provision they wijl

be placed on the school’s SEN Register.

The school will meet with you to discuss your
child’s needs and agree the targets for their
Individual Education Plan (IEP) and what you
can do to help. Only the school can decide if

your child should be placed on the SEN
Register,

What if the difficulties persist?

your child does not make adequate
Progress on the targets in their IEPs and
continues to experience significant
difficulties, the school may wish to seek
further advice and support from the
Education Authority. .
The school’s Principal and/or the Specnél
Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) will
discuss this with you and
agreement.
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seek your

Omagh Office Tel: 028 82411286

The Dispute Avoidance

& Resolution Service
(DARS)

is an independent service which works
towards avoiding and resolving disagreements
between parents and the Authority, or parents
and a school, in regard to children with SEN. The
service provides a forum for exploring differences,
identifying points of agreement and finding a way
forward which is acceptable to all involveq.

More details of both of these services can bhe
found on the Authority’s

website
Www.eani.org.uk or Tel: 028 37512383

USEFUL DOCUMENTS

DE, The Code of Practice on the |dentification &
Assessment of Special Educational Needs (1998)
and the Supplement to the Code (2005)

WWw.eani.org.uk



